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CHARACTERS 
 
Rick Brick Hard-boiled private eye, specializing in getting to the bottom of 

masonry problems 
 
Bonnie Block Rick’s beautiful, brainy, common-sensical partner. Also a private 

eye, just not hard-boiled 
 
Herman Hedgerow Slightly British, upper-crust architect who comes to Brick and 

Block for help 
 
Bill Burkey Rogue contractor, hired to scare Brick and Block off the Hedgerow 

case. 
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Scene One: Brick and Block’s Office 

1. MUSIC:  SUSPENSEFUL 

2. RICK:  It was a hot, dark, summer night in Elevation City. My partner, 

Bonnie Block, and I were in our office waiting for our newest 

client – an architect named Herman Hedgerow. Bonnie took the 

call. 

3. BONNIE:  Sounds like he has big problems, Brick. I hope we can help him. 

4. RICK:  Well, it’s too late to do anything about his name, sweetheart. As 

for the rest, we’ll see. 

5. MUSIC:  MORE SUSPENSEFUL 

6. SOUND:  KNOCK ON THE DOOR 

7. RICK:  The joint’s open. 

8. SOUND:  SQUEAKY HINGES 

9. HERMAN:  Hello, I’m Herman Hedgerow, AIA, APX, SARA, ACCE, and 

NAAB. Is this the Brick and Block Masonry Detective Agency? 

10. RICK:  That’s what the door says, and I wouldn’t want to argue with a 

door. Now why don’t you sit D-O-W-N and tell me and Block 

here, your beef. 

11. HERMAN: Thank you. I find myself above and beyond plebian comfort 

objectives in regard to the structural dynamic analysis that must 

utilize and be functionally interwoven with the acuteness of the 

conflict gradient. 
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12. RICK:  That’s clear as a teen-ager’s face. How about dumbing it down a 

little to say, Gilligan’s Island? 

13. BONNIE:  He’s speaking “Architect,” aren’t you hon? What he just said was 

“I’m worried because my building’s in trouble. 

14. HERMAN: Bless you, Miss Block! 

15. RICK:  Trouble I understand. What sort of trouble? 

16: HERMAN: One might say that the massing of major biological elements 

necessitates that urgent reconsiderations be made of the evolution 

of the performance specifications, presenting extremely synergistic 

challenges, structurally speaking. 

17. BONNIE:  The building has mold in the walls. 

18. HERMAN: And beyond the horizon of energy conservation regulations, the 

initial stage of conceptual development is further compounded by 

taking into account the pragmatics of value engineering! 

19. BONNIE:  And it costs too much to heat and cool. 

20: HERMAN: And they’re blaming me! 

21: BONNIE:  And they’re blaming him. 

22. RICK:  I got that part. 
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23. HERMAN: But I did everything right! My design was true! And I saw that the 

contractor followed the specifications to the letter! You’ve got to 

help me find the real problem! I have another building going up 

soon, and if it has the same problems, Hedgerow and Hedgerow is 

finished! 

24. MUSIC:  EVEN MORE SUSPENSEFUL 

25. SOUND:  POUNDING ON THE DOOR 

26. BILL:  Open up in there! 

27. RICK:  Joint’s open! 

28. SOUND:  SQUEAKY HINGES 

29. RICK:  Well, if it ain’t Beef Jerkey, rogue contractor. 

30: BILL:  That’s Bill Burkey, flatfoot. I’m here to tell you – keep your big 

noses out of construction business! 

31. BONNIE:  And why would we want to do that, hon? 

32. BILL:  ‘Cuz if you go poking around in other people’s walls, you might 

just get your own joints blown out. 

33. RICK:  Not too scary coming from a guy who beats on defenseless doors. I 

wonder what it is you don’t want us to see? 

34. BILL:  Stay off the Hedgerow case, flatfoots. You’ve been warned. Now, 

goodbye. 

35. SOUND:  SQUEAKY HINGES, DOOR SLAM 

36. HERMAN: Who was that unpleasant fellow? 
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37: RICK:  Bill Burkey, rogue contractor. When he’s not cutting corners on 

jobsites, he takes other kinds of contracts. 

38. BONNIE:  He’s like muriatic acid, hon. Yellow and impure. 

39. RICK:  And leaves a nasty stain everywhere he goes. Well, I think it’s 

about time to visit your jobsite, Hedgerow. 

40. HERMAN: You mean the locus in quo? 

41. RICK:  Oy vey. 

42. MUSIC:  EVEN MORE SUSPENSEFUL 
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Scene Two: Hedgerow’s jobsite 

43. SOUND:  CRICKETS CHIRPING 

44. RICK:  Nice looking elementary school you got here, Hedgerow. I like the 

red colonial brick and gray mortar. Even looks good by flashlight. 

45. BONNIE:  It’s lovely, hon. But it is masonry veneer cavity-wall construction, 

isn’t it? 

46. HERMAN: In the final rationalization, the life-cycle cost control added 

overriding three-dimensional constraints to the philosophy of 

commonality and standardization of the building envelope. 

47. RICK: What’s that in American? 

48. BONNIE: Yes, it’s masonry veneer cavity-wall construction. 

49. RICK: Here’s your problem, Hedgerow. Shine your flashlight over here 

on this gas pipe penetration. See where there’s a little space 

between the rubber gasket and the brick? Air’s getting in. 

50. HERMAN: I don’t see how a little air getting in can cause such big problems 

as mold and excessive heating and cooling loads. 

51. RICK: Of course you don’t. So we’re going in and I’ll show you. Block, 

have you got the portable atomic spatial displacer ready? 

52. BONNIE: Why certainly, hon. It’s powering up right now. 

53. SOUND: OSCILLATING ENERGY SOUNDS 

54. HERMAN: (VOICE OVER) What sort of device is that? It looks like 

something from Star Wars! 
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55. RICK: (VOICE OVER) It’s going to shrink me and you until we’re small 

enough to go in that little hole. You need a close look at how little 

holes cause big problems. 

56. HERMAN: Shrink me and you? What do you mean?. 

57. BONNIE: Hon, let me put it in “Architect” for you. What Rick’s trying to say 

is, with sensitive respect for human scale, the by-product of 

repetitive space articulation is displaced, maximizing the real 

probability of controlled diminishing volume in relation to mass, 

space and time. 

58. HERMAN: Why didn’t he just say so? 

59. RICK: Ok, Block, shrink us down. 

60. SOUND: LOUDER OSCILLATING ENERGY SOUND 

61: HERMAN: (VOICE OVER) Good heavens! Such technology exists? 

62. RICK: (VOICE OVER) Sure, here in podcast land anything’s possible! 

63. SOUND: OSCILLATING ENERGY SOUND FADES OUT 

64. BONNIE: (FILTER/GIANT VOICE) Honey, I shrunk the architect! 

(LAUGHS) Well, Brick, I always said one day I’d have you in the 

palm of my hand. Now here you and Herman go into the little hole. 

65. MUSIC QUITE SUSPENSEFUL NOW 
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Scene Three: In the wall 

66. HERMAN: Oof! 

67. RICK: We’re in the wall, on the pipe! 

68. HERMAN: Even our flashlights have been reduced in size! Astounding! 

What’s over he-e-e-e. . . Whoah! 

69. RICK: Careful, there Hedgerow! That’s all air space. If I hadn’t pulled 

you back from the edge just now you’d have tumbled down– 

70. HERMAN: About a foot, I’d say. 

71. RICK: Well, when you’re ant-size, like we are now, a foot’s a long way. 

72. MUSIC: SUSPENSEFUL 
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Scene Four: Back outside the wall 

73. SOUND:  CRICKETS CHIRPING 

74. BONNIE: Guess I’ll just settle down in my camp chair here with Architecture 

Magazine and wait until the boys are finished. 

75. BILL: Well, well, look who’s here. 

76. BONNIE: (TOP) Bill Burkey, rogue contractor! And a gun! 

77. BILL: I warned you not to go poking around in other people’s walls. You 

got one thing right, though. The boys are finished! First, I’m gonna 

bust up your little shrinkin’ machine here. Don’t move unless you 

want me to plug ya. 

78. BONNIE: No! 

79. SOUND: (CRASHING AND CRUNCHING) 

80. BILL: Now, I’m gonna get my shop vac outa the truck and suck them 

shrunk-down creeps outta the wall. 

81. BONNIE: Oh no you don’t! – (SCREAMS) 

82. BILL: (TOP) Why you --! 

83. MUSIC: VERY SUSPENSEFUL 
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Scene Five: Back inside the wall 

84. HERMAN: Great gothic gougework! We’re in the wall and Miss Block is in 

trouble and we can’t help her because we’ve been shrunk down to 

the size of ants by the portable atomic spatial displacer! Which has 

been broken by that ruffian! 

85. RICK: No time to panic. We’ve got to get out of here, and we can’t go the 

way we came. Burkey’s waiting for us with his shop vac. 

86. HERMAN: Are we going to be teensy-weensy forever? 

87. RICK: No, the effect wears off in about an hour, and we’ll grow back to 

normal. Bad news if we’re stuck in here when that happens. 

88. HERMAN: What’ll we do? Where’ll we go? 

89. RICK Our only chance is to walk along this pipe through the wall to the 

interior of the building. Once we’re out of the wall, inside the 

school, we can return to our normal size safely. Let’s go! 

89. MUSIC: REALLY SUSPENSEFUL 

90. HERMAN: Rick, I can hardly keep my balance on this slippery pipe! 

Whooaah! 

91. RICK: Cowboy up, Hedgerow. 

92. HERMAN: And why is there wind in the wall? 
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93. RICK: That’s because the air found a path to the interior. The cool, dry 

air-conditioned interior is sucking the hot, humid outside air in 

through that path. That’s one reason the building has big heating 

and cooling bills. 

94. HERMAN: This leak may be big to an ant, but it’s too small to be the source of 

the huge heating and cooling bills the school has been 

experiencing. Don’t you agree? 

95. RICK: Sure. Unless there’s more than one leak. And where there’s one, 

there’s more – like the weepholes masonry walls got to have. Well, 

we’ve crossed the air space cavity and made it to the structural 

wall. Shine your light up the wall, there. 

96. HERMAN: What’s that huge bolt sticking out of the wall? I didn’t design any 

such feature into my structural walls. Why, there’s another one! 

97. RICK: Those aren’t giant bolts. They just look like it to us, because we’re 

so small. 

98. HERMAN: Great dancing dentils! Those are the staples fastening the fabric 

wrap to the sheathing! 

99. RICK: And not doing too good a job of it. Enough blabbing, Hedgerow, 

now we’ve got to crawl along the pipe here, where it goes through 

the sheathing. I know it looks dark and scary in there, but we’ve 

got to go. 
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100. HERMAN: Wait! I - I see where the fabric has worked loose around the staple 

penetrations. 

101. RICK: That’s another place the outside air is getting into the interior. 

102. HERMAN: You’re wrong there, Rick. Air may be getting through the fabric 

wrap, but it can’t go through the sheathing. 

103. RICK: No, but a lot goes through the seams between the sheathing panels. 

104. HERMAN: Next time I’ll use concrete block instead of sheathing. 

105. RICK: Use all the block you want, but it leaks too. 

106. HERMAN: Air leaks through block? 

107. RICK: Like it’s perforated polyethylene. Now quit stalling, Hedgerow, 

and crawl! 

108. MUSIC: VERY SUSPENSEFUL 
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Scene six: The insulation cavity 

109. HERMAN: I’m crawling, damn you! Oh, this is terrible! I never should have 

come here! It’s dark and cold and damp in here! Wait. It’s not 

supposed to be damp! Why is it damp in my wall? 

110. RICK: Because water got in the air space, and holes in the fabric wrap let 

it get on and through the sheathing. 

111. HERMAN: I don’t understand your layman’s jargon! Can’t you speak 

“Architect?” 

112. RICK: The fabric wrap failed to function as a water-resistive barrier, due 

to an unanticipated degree of surface disintegrity. 

113. HERMAN: There’s hope for you yet, Rick. Great blue balls of batting! We 

must be in the insulation cavity. This orange fiber-glass stuff is 

horrible! 

114. RICK: Our good luck, there’s a little clearance between the pipe and the 

batting. Otherwise, we’d need machetes to hack our way through. 

It’s like a fiber-glass jungle just above our heads and all around us! 

As long we crawl on our bellies along the pipe, we’ll be under the 

worst of it. 

115. HERMAN: Egad! The pointy end of a low-hanging fiber has ripped my back 

asunder! 

116. RICK: Let me see. It’s just a scratch, Hedgerow, cowboy up. 
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117. HERMAN: You cowboy up, Rick! I’m tired of cowboying up! And what’s this 

filthy mucky stuff all over everything? 

118. RICK: In architectural terms, it’s – mold. Evidently, we’ve crossed a 

condensation plane in the wall. 

119. HERMAN: I know its getting cooler as we approach the air-conditioned 

interior. But is it cool enough to make this warm air from outside 

condense? And grow – ugh – mold? 

120. RICK: It is. And in winter, warm, humid air from the interior leaked out 

and condensed. See, at the outside edges of the insulation cavity is 

where the warm moist air meets cold air and condenses. That’s 

why there’s so much mold there. 

121. HERMAN: If fabric wrap can’t stop this blasted air leakage, what can? I can’t 

believe I’m crawling in mold! 

122. RICK: Cowboy up, Hedgerow. You need a functioning air and water-

resistive barrier on the structural wall of your next school. 

123. HERMAN: That’s what I thought the fabric wrap was! How in the name of 

Daniel Burnham will I be able to tell beforehand if it’ll work or 

not? 

124. RICK: Keep crawling, Hedgerow, we don’t have much time. Your air and 

water-resistive barrier just needs to meet four simple checkpoints. 

One, it has to be continuous and seamless. Has to cover the entire 

structural wall, top to bottom, with no place for air to get through. 
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125: HERMAN: Go on. 

126: RICK: Jiminy! There’s dust motes the size of baseballs in here! Two, the 

air and water-resistive barrier must be structural. That means it has 

to stick like blue on sky to the structural wall. You saw how the 

fabric wrap worked away from the staples earlier? A working 

barrier can’t do that, wind or no wind. It’s got to be durable. 

127. HERMAN: Durable? Is that fair to expect the barrier to hold up through wind 

and storms and sun? For how long? 

128. RICK: For six months, unprotected, in case of construction delays. I don’t 

know if it’s fair or not, Hedgerow. But that’s the way it’s got to be. 

Otherwise, the cladding goes on, air gets in past the compromised 

barrier, condenses, and you’re crawling in mold. 

129. HERMAN: Don’t remind me. My clothes are ruined. Ruined! 

130. RICK: Hedgerow – 

131. HERMAN: (TOP) I know, cowboy up. Allright, continuous and seamless, 

structural, durable. What’s the fourth checkpoint for an effective 

air and water-resistive barrier? 

132. RICK: That’s the spirit. It’s got to be vapor-permeable. In case water gets 

in the wall, it has to be able to get out again, by evaporating 

through the barrier, if necessary. If water vapor is trapped, by say, 

a vapor-impermeable vapor barrier, it may eventually condense 

and then – 
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133. HERMAN: (TOP) I’ll be crawling in mold, yes, yes, aren’t we there yet? 

What’s that? Did you hear that noise? 

134. SOUND: RUSTLING/SKITTERING 

135. RICK: Don’t panic, Hedgerow, but there’s something up ahead. I can’t 

see what it is. 

136. MUSIC: QUITE SUSPENSEFUL 

137. HERMAN: Something up ahead? I do hope it’s not a rat. I detest rodents. In 

our current diminutive state, a rat would appear to us to be the size 

of a generously proportioned multi-family dwelling! 

138. RICK: I resemble that remark, Hedgerow. Some of my best friends are 

rodents. There it is again! 

139. SOUND: RUSTLING/SKITTERING 

140: HERMAN: Suffering segmental pediments! It’s a – a – 

141. RICK: Giant cockroach heading straight for us! Flash your light at it! 

142. SOUND: CHITTERING INSECT NOISE/GROWING INTENSITY/FADES 

143. RICK: It’s gone. Our lights scared it away. It crawled on the underside of 

the pipe to get past us. 

144. HERMAN: A cockroach in a Hedgerow and Hedgerow building! Unthinkable! 

Oh dear, I suddenly feel quite strange! 

145: RICK: You look like you’re putting on weight, Hedgerow. I’ve got a bad 

feeling myself. 

146: HERMAN: You mean – 
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147: RICK: (TOP) Yes. We’re starting to revert to our normal size! 

148: HERMAN: Great gables and girders, Rick! What’ll we do? 

149: RICK: We’re nearly at the hole where the gas pipe goes through the 

sheetrock wall into the building interior to connect with the water 

heater. Head for the hole, Hedgerow! Crawl for your life! 

150: HERMAN: I’m crawling, I’m crawling! 

151: MUSIC: REALLY SUSPENSEFUL 
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Scene seven: The building interior 

152. HERMAN: Rick, we’ve made it! But it’s too far to jump down to the concrete 

floor from the pipe. 

153. RICK: Relax, Hedgerow, we’re already reverting back to our normal size. 

In a second, we’ll just step down – 

154. SOUND: SQUEAKY/EXPANDING 

155. HERMAN: Why, the world suddenly seems to be getting smaller and smaller! 

156. RICK: We don’t have a second to lose, Hedgerow! We’ve got to get 

outside and help Bonnie! No telling what that ape Burkey has 

done! 

157. HERMAN: I’m with you, Rick, let’s go! 

158. MUSIC: HEROIC 
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Scene eight: Back outside the wall 

159. SOUND: CRICKETS CHIRPING 

160. HERMAN: There they are! What in the name of Louis Henry Sullivan has 

happened? Miss Block, are you quite all right? 

161. BONNIE: Thank you hon, never better. But as you can see, I had to hog-tie 

poor old Beef Jerky, here. 

162. BILL: That’s Bill Burkey, flatfoot. 

163. RICK: Say sweetheart, that’s a swell knot you tied there. Where’d you 

learn to tie a double-constrictor? 

164. BONNIE: Same place I learned my jiu-jitsu, hon. Girl Scouts masonry camp. 

And ‘ol Beef here told me who hired him to try to scare us off the 

Hedgerow case. It was a certain maker of building fabric wraps. 

165. RICK: Great work, Block. Evidently, the bigwigs didn’t want Hedgerow 

to learn the truth. But how’d you get Burkey to blab? 

166. BONNIE: I just used this little feather. Who’d have thought such a great big 

boy was ticklish? 

167. RICK: Well, that wraps up another Brick and Block Masonry Detectives 

case. 
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168. HERMAN: It most certainly does not. Rick, you told me the four checkpoints 

for an effective air and water-resistive barrier. They are – one, 

continuous and seamless; two, structural; three, durable; and four, 

vapor permeable. But what sort of air and water-resistive barrier 

meets all those checkpoints? 

169. BONNIE: Why, that’s easy, hon. A fluid-applied product will do it. You just 

have to make sure it really does meet those checkpoints through 

literature, test results and onsite demos. 

170. RICK: Look for a water-based product, and you’ll save yourself some 

grief over VOC and other environmental regs. Look for one that 

doesn’t need any special equipment to apply, or special training for 

workers to use. Make it easy on yourself, Hedgerow. 

171. HERMAN: Such technology exists? 

172. RICK: Sure, here in podcast land – and everywhere else! 

173. HERMAN: You’ve saved Hedgerow and Hedgerow! 

174. RICK: Just make the check out to  -- Brick and Block, Masonry 

Detectives! 

175. MUSIC: SUSPENSEFUL 

 

THE END 

 

 


